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SUBJECT: SALE OF AIRCRAFT TO TUNISIA 

REF: STATE 040587 

1. AS NEARLY AS WE CAN TELL, GOT IS CURRENTLY CONSIDERING 
PURCHASE OF ONE SQUADRON (12 AIRCRAFT) OF EITHER 
NORTHROP F5 OR RPT OR MCDON AT I .-DOT TGI , AS A4 TYPE AIRCRAFT. 
FOR F5 THESE WOULD BE TEN F5E AND TWO F5F; A4 BUY WOULD 
BE TEN A4M AND TWO TA4F. 

2. AS DEPT AWARE, GOT INCLUDED TWO SQUADRONS ON THEIR 
LIST OF EQUIPMENT THEY HOPE TO OBTAIN FROM US (TUNIS 0047). 
QUESTION OF THESE TWO SQUADRONS WAS RAISED DIRECTLY 
BY CHUSLOT AT MEETING ON 24 FEB WITH HABIB ALAOUINI, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF MOD. ALAOUINI'S REPONSE WAS 
THAT PURCHASE OF THESE TWO SQUADRONS WAS MATTER 
UNRELATED TO 12 AIRCRAFT NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION, 

AND THAT THE TWO SQUADRONS ON GOT S LIST WAS MATTER 
FOR PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA AND PRESIDENT FORD. 

3. FURTHER INDICATION THAT ONLY ONE SQUADRON IS IN QUESTION 
ALSO CAME OUT OF SAME MEETING WITH ALAOUINI. LAST 

WEEK AT MEETING BETWEEN NORTHROP REPS AND LTC MACHTA, 
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LETTER OF OFFER FOR 24 ACFT; 18 F5E'S; AND 6 F5F'S. 

THIS APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN CLEARED WITH MOD OFFICIALS, 

SINCE AT 24 FEB MEETING, ALAOUININ CLIPPED MACHTA'S 
WINGS BY STATING POSITIVELY THAT MOD THINKING IN TERMS OF 
12 AIRCRAFT, AND AT LUNCHEON FOLLOWING MEETING MACHTA APPEARED 
RESIGNED TO ONLY 12. 

4. DESIRE WITHIN AIR FORCE IS STRONG FOR BOTH SQUADRONS 
AT THIS TIME BUT MOD INTENT APPEARS TO BE THAT A 
SECOND SQUADRON WILL HAVE TO WAIT AT LEAST FOR THE 
TIME BEING. SINCE LOSS OF USAF LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 

FOR F-86 AIRCRAFT IN 1977 WILL BE CONCURRENT WITH 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DELIVERY OF NEW FIGHTERS, ANY ATTEMPT 
TO PURCHASE SECOND SQUADRON OF 12 AURCRAFT IS NOT 
CONSIDERED LIKELY BEFORE THEN. 

5. REGARDING TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT ON GOT LIST, USG 
DOES NOT HAVE AN APPROPRIATE MILITARY TRANSPORT TO 
OFFER. INDICATIONS ARE THAT GOT IS CONSIDERING 
PURCHASING AERITALIA G-222 OR DEHAVILLAND C-8. BOTH 
ARE POWERED BY GENERAL ELECTRIC TURBOPROP ENGINES. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE WE ARE FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT WHAT 
GOT HAS IN MIND NOW IN REQUESTING LETTERS OF OFFER 
FOR A-4S AND F-5S IS ONE SQUADRON OF 12 AIRCRAFT, 

WE ARE LESS SURE OF WHETHER GOT ULTIMATELY HAS TWO 
OR THREE SQUADRONS IN MIND, I.E., ONE NOW PLUS TWO 
LATER, OR ONE NOW AS PART OF THE TWO THEY REQUESTED 
OF US, PLUS ONE MORE. IN ANY EVENT WHETHER THEY 
HAVE TWO OR THREE IN MIND, IT EVIDENT TO US THAT 
THEY ARE PREPARED CONSIDER FINANCING ONLY ONE NOW. 

ALOUINI S REFERENCE TO DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN PRESIDENTS 
FORD AND BOURGUIBA WAS IN CONTEXT OF BOURGUIBA'S 
PROPOSED VISIT TO STATES, INDICATING THAT WORD THAT 
BOURGUIBA WILL NOT BE GOING HAS NOT YET SEEPED DOWN 
TO WORKING LEVELS OF GOT. MATTER, HOWEVER, COULD 
OF COURSE STILL BE DISCUSSED IN BOURGUIBA'S NAME 
BY PRIMIN NOUIRA SHOULD HE VISIT STATES INSTEAD. 
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